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This mean, Farewell to our ice station, that for some reasons did not get a more personal name. To me it was my “home away from home – floe”.

Thinking of some suitable Good Bye-words to say, a film of my boyhood years comes back to my memory: “The desert is alive” from Walt Disney.

And this also appeals to the so called ice desert –maybe even more. Life is based on ice algaes, it has a big upheaval with copepods and krill, it reaches it`s peaks with blue wales, penguins, albatross and sea leopard seals. The southern sky itself is “created” by DMS, produced by Weddellsea-ice algeas, and the ocean is fertilized by DOM, also – at least to a certain extend - Weddellsea`s gift to the seven seas.

We stayed in a remote ocean, made famous by Shackleton`s drift, but also by the pioneer deeds of Germany`s Erich von Drygalski, who was the first to detect the origin of Antarctic polar water.

The floe we are leaving on 2nd of January 2005 (67.23 s / 55.25 West) is nothing but a crump, or even less compared with what we found at the beginning of December. But nothing is lost. It is only changing.

PS

An illustrated report (in German) will be published by June or July 2005  “Die Scholle” (The Floe), Frederking und Thaler, München

